
HORESWOOD PARISH INFORMATION 
Fr. Gerald O’Leary PP:  051/388129  — 086/8515394 

Parish Secretary: Elmar Whelan 051-388129 

Website: www.horeswood.myparish.eu 

Email: horeswoodparishoffice@gmail.com 

Parish Office Opening Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday:10am-1pm 

MASS TIMES 
HORESWOOD      BALLYKELLY 
Saturday     7.00pm  Saturday  6:00pm  

Sunday     10.30am  Sunday  11:30am 

Weekdays     9.30am   Tuesday & Friday 9:30am 
Confessions 1st Thursday   7.00pm 

Baptisms Horeswood: First & Third Saturday of the month  4:00pm 

LETTER SENT TO CHILDREN DUE TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION IN MAY 
 

Dear Boys and girls, 

 
Right now, we should be making our final preparations for you to receive your First 

Holy Communion on the 23rd May. Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus it is just not 

possible for us to celebrate with you. The Coronavirus has changed all our lives, 

schools are closed until September and I bet you are missing your friends. Likewise, 

our Churches are closed at the moment and according to the roadmap for opening up 

the country they may open towards the end of July.  Of course, that will depend on 

whether the Coronavirus is under control in our country.  

 

I know that you are disappointed that you cannot celebrate your ‘Special Day’ in May 

but I promise you, we will celebrate your First Holy Communion. I am not sure when 

that will actually happen but we will talk to you in September, please God.  

 

In the meantime, I have some suggestions to help you stay ready for your First Holy 

Communion: 

1, Make your prayer space a May Altar 

2. Pray a decade of the rosary 

3. Celebrate Mass on Livestream – I celebrate Mass on Facebook Live – You will 

find it on Horeswood Parish. This week we are installing a Webcam in 

Horeswood Parish Church and I hope it will be up and 

running next week.   

 

I hope and pray that you and your families will stay safe during 

these days and that you will be the best boys and girls that you 

can possibly be at home with your families.  
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Fifth Sunday of Easter  

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Please remember in your prayers 

 
HORESWOOD  

Saturday 6pm 

Michael & Eileen Furlong, Dun-

brody, anniversary. 

 

Sunday 10.30am 

Mary & Seánie O’Brien, their son 
Pat & daughter Bridget Brooks, 

Priesthaggard, anniversaries.  
   

Pray for Jack Corish, Fruithill, anni-

versary, Johnny, Rita & Seánie Dal-
ton, Ballyhack, anniversaries & 

Agnes Gleeson, Great Island, anni-

versary.  

 
Wednesday 9:30am 

Mass for the Parish 

 

BALLYKELLY 
Sunday 10:30am 

Pat & Annie Walsh, Dunganstown, 

anniversaries.  

 
Mass Intentions May 16th & 17th  

Horeswood: Saturday May 16th, 

Maureen, Mattie & Kieran O’Reilly, 

St. James’s Villas, anniversaries. 

Sunday May 17th Billy Power, Poul-

maloe, Month’s Mind.   Ballykelly: 

HORESWOOD 
 ST VINCENT DE PAUL 

Telephone  
 086 / 3340071 

NO PUBLIC MASSES  
IN THE INTERIM 

MASSES ON FACEBOOK LIVE- 

HORESWOOD PARISH 
SATURDAY 6.00PM – VIGIL MASS 

SUNDAY MASS – 10:30AM 
 

WEEKDAYS MASSES– 9:30AM 

MONDAY- FRIDAY 

WEB CAMERA 
A web camera 

has been in-

stalled in 

Horeswood 

Church this 

week. We are 

currently waiting 

for the website 

hosts/providers to put the link on to the 

Horeswood  website. We hope this will 

be done early next week, when Masses 

and other services will then be streamed 

live. Masses will continue on Facebook 

live for the moment.  



WEEKLY ENVELOPES & DONATIONS 
HORESWOOD : 03/05/2020  €175.00 
(envelopes) 

BALLYKELLY : 03/05/2020  €50.00                                                                                                 
(envelopes)    

Thank you for your generosity. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Nourished by the Eucharist and the Sacra-
ments, the life of Horeswood-Ballykelly par-
ish is centred on serving Christ and one an-
other as a community where all are wel-
comed, supported and valued and where we 
share our faith with others. 

THE HOOK OF FAITH 
This week’s video features a newly produced 

study on how to reach the increasing number 

of ‘none’s’ – those who claim no religious 

affiliation. The homily for the Fifth Sunday of 

Easter is from Mgr. Joe McGrath, PP New 

Ross who also offers a reflection on the 

meaning of Easter. We feature two articles 

from the Iona Institute – one on how we can 

safely restore public worship and the second, 

the implications of a new family law that fur-

ther degrades and natural ties. We have an 

article that reminds us that we are but humble 

workers in the vineyard of the Lord and con-

clude with more inspiration from the heart 

and pen of Lorcan Brennan 
www.thehookoffaith.com and are also 

posted on Facebook -The Hook of Faith 

TRÓCAIRE BOXES 
Please hold on to your Trócaire boxes until it is 

safe to return them or if you are able, please 

donate online or over the phone -  

LoCall 1850 408 408 or online 

www.trocaire.org/donate/make-a-donation 

  Horeswood Trócaire (+€150): €475 
Ballykelly Trócaire (+€10): €190 

REFLECTION 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

We recite the Creed during every mass, 

after the gospel and homily. This Creed, 

also called the ‘Apostles’ Creed’ may 

have originated in the 5th century in Gaul. 

 

 The early Christians’ intention was to 

sum up the most important facts of their 

faith in 12 key points. 

 Fact 1: I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

God is God: He is everywhere, above and 

below, today and tomorrow, without be-

ginning or end. God was here when not 

even a grain of dust existed. And He will 

still be here when the world no longer 

exists. God is the one that all good in the 

world comes from; God is love. (1Jn 4:8).  

God has power over everything. All crea-

tion exists because God wanted it and he 

sustains all things: time and space, heaven 

and earth, the universe and the stars, an-

gels, man and animals. God has wonder-

fully ordered everything so that man can 

live on earth. 

 

A famous Jewish philosopher Martin 

Buber (1878-1965) reflects on the word 

“God”:   “Yes, it is the most heavy-laden 

of all human words. None has become so 

soiled, so mutilated. Just for this reason I 

may not abandon it. The generations have 

laid the burden of their anxious lives upon 

this word and weighed it to the ground... 

Where might I find a word like it to de-

scribe the Most High! We cannot cleanse 

the word ‘God’ and we cannot make it 

whole; but, defiled and mutilated as it is, 

we can raise it from the ground, and set it 

up over an hour of great sorrow.” 

Lord teach us how to revere Your Holy 

Name in true holiness.—Brought to you 

by the Diocesan Pastoral Council 

PASTORAL MINISTRY DURING COVID - 19 PANDEMIC  
Masses  
All Public Masses are suspended in the interim 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism  
At present – save in the instance of danger of death – Baptism can be delayed until such 

time as the present coronavirus crisis passes. 

 
Funerals  
The most recent advice from the government suggests once there is a clear limit of ten peo-

ple attending the Mass and ‘social distancing’ norms adhered to, funeral Masses (without 

Holy Communion) may continue. Individual churches may also put in place restrictions 

which respond to specific parish circumstances. The limit of ten people applies also at 

cemeteries and ‘social distancing’ must once again be observed. We are as much at risk in a 

cemetery as we are in a church. Further guidance from the HSE is being developed. 

OFFICE OPENING HOURS 10.00AM – 1.00PM 
Please note the parish office is closed at the moment  

due to the coronavirus  
Call Fr. O’Leary on 051-388129      Mobile 086—8515394 

PARISH WEBSITE – horeswood.myparish.eu 
Facebook – Horeswood Parish 

WEEKLY ENVELOPES 
Since the advent of the Coronavirus virus and the various restrictive government measures 

and the policy of social distancing have come into force, businesses, leisure facilities, 

shops, schools, and churches have all found themselves in unfamiliar and uncertain terms.  

We here in the parishes in the Diocese of Ferns are not unaffected and like many other 

charities we find ourselves in a situation where required weekly income has all but dried 

up.  

If parishioners are in a financial position to do so and wish to continue with contributions a 

new donate button will be included in the Diocesan Website – www.ferns.ie   

Just click on the donate button and go to Horeswood or Ballykelly and donate with Visa 

Debit or Credit Card. The diocese will forward any monies received to the respective 

church account.  

You may also drop the weekly envelopes through my letter box in Horeswood  

Alternatively contributions can be made directly to the bank accounts online. The bank 

accounts details are as follows  

HORESWOOD:- BIC- BOFIIE2D IBAN – IE80 BOFI 90663811507042 

BALLYKELLY:-BIC– BOFIIE2D IBAN – IE28 BOFI 90663811490324  
 

Please note the Weekly Envelopes are for the upkeep and support of your parish and 
not for clergy support.  
The Diocese is also conscious of the current vulnerability of the finances of virtually all 

sectors of society. In the midst of financial distress for many, we recognise that financial 

contributions to church are secondary to the needs of parishioners.  


